Seven Friendly Training Fundamentals (or “Tenets”) To Help Your Puppy

Welcoming a new puppy into your life? Get ready for adorable chaos, wagging tails, and endless
puppy kisses! Just like little kids, puppies need some gentle guidance to become happy, well-
mannered friends. Training doesn’t have to be a boring chore—in fact, it should feel like a game,
packed with giggles, treats, and high-fives. Ready to make learning a blast? Check out these
seven playful puppy training tips that’ll help your furry pal master the rules and make your
friendship even stronger!

1. Keep Training Short and Sweet

Puppies are like little kids with the attention span of a squirrel—so keep training sessions short
and snappy! Shoot for 5-10 minute “puppy power” sessions a couple of times each day. This
way, your pup stays excited and bouncy instead of bored or zonked out. Always wrap up with a
win—even if it’s just nailing “sit”—so your furry sidekick ends on a high note, tail wagging and
eager for the next round of puppy school fun.

2. Reward the Good Stuff

Think of positive reinforcement as your puppy’s favorite magic trick—do something good, and
poof! Treats, happy dances, and belly rubs appear. The moment your puppy sits when you ask,
comes zooming over when called, or chews the right toy instead of your sneakers, reward them
right away with their absolute favorite prize: a crunchy treat, a squeaky toy, or a shower of silly
praise. Puppies are like tiny detectives, always searching for clues about what makes the good
stuff happen. A goofy “Who’s the best pup?!” and a fun play session can turn your puppy into a
superstar learner in no time!

3. Be Consistent with Commands

Think of puppy commands like your own secret handshake—once you pick your special word,
stick with it every time! Say “down” every time you want your pup to lie down (not “lie down”
one day and “get low” the next), or your puppy might tilt their head in total confusion. Here’s the
key: everyone in your home is part of the training team! Recruit parents, siblings, and roommates
for “Team Consistency.” When everyone uses the same words for the same tricks, your puppy
learns at lightning speed—yplus, you’ll all get to celebrate those adorable “aha!” moments
together.

4. Set Your Puppy Up for Success

Imagine your puppy’s world as a giant treasure hunt—every day is a quest to discover what’s
chew-worthy and where to potty! If you keep tempting treasures (like shoes, socks, and wiggly
cords) out of reach and stock your home with a mountain of puppy-approved toys, your furry
explorer will always stumble upon the “right” answer. Whenever your little buddy makes a



winning choice—chomping a squeaky toy instead of your sneaker, or using their potty spot—
give them a round of applause, a silly victory dance, or a yummy treat. Turn your puppy-
proofing into a game, and celebrate every triumph like you’re hosting the Puppy Olympics!

5. Socialize Early and Often

For your puppy, every day is a grand adventure—think of it as a puppy-sized world tour! Let
your furry explorer meet friendly faces, wag at gentle pups, sniff new corners, and hear all sorts
of wild and wacky noises. Make each “first” fun and fabulous: toss treats, throw a praise party,
and celebrate every brave sniff and wag. Keep things positive and gradual with oodles of
encouragement, so your puppy grows up thinking the world is one big playground bursting with
happy surprises!

6. Patience Beats Perfection

Oops moments? Totally normal! Puppies are like fuzzy little comedians—sometimes they miss
the potty, nibble a shoe, or blank on “sit.” Instead of playing the grumpy villain, be their gentle
guide: show them the “right” way with kindness and sparkly encouragement. Every silly slip is
just a stepping stone to superstar status. With patience and a calm “let’s try again!” you’re not
just training—you’re building trust and making your puppy feel like the hero of their own happy
adventure.

7. Make Training a Game

Who says training can’t be a blast? Turn every lesson into a puppy party! Try playing “come” as
a silly chase game—run away and cheer as your furry sidekick zooms after you. Turn “sit” into a
magic trick: say the word, and—ta-da!-—out comes dinner or a tasty snack. Hide treats around
the house for a wiggly-nosed treasure hunt, and let your puppy become a master detective. When
every moment feels like playtime, learning turns into your puppy’s favorite adventure—and
you’ll both be begging for more!

Final Tail-Wagging Tip

Remember that training isn’t just about commands—it’s about building a lifelong friendship.
The time you spend teaching, playing, and celebrating little victories creates a bond that will last
for years. With kindness, consistency, and a bit of fun, your puppy will grow into a happy,
confident dog who loves learning with you. S By
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